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MP for Chelmsford

Act drew aphorrent equivalence
between terrorists and veterans

HERE'’S a popular view that
politicians aren’'t to be
trusted. Speaking as a politi-
cian who tries hard to coun-
ter that perception and do
my very best to uphold the Nolan
principles (the seven principles of
public life: https://www.gov.uk/gov-
ernment/publications/the-7-princi-
ples-of-public-life), I find it hard
when I'm accused - baselessly - of
not acting in accordance with that.

Speaking as a member of the pub-
lic, a British citizen who lives in our
wonderful country and has a per-
sonal, vested interest in wanting it to
be an even better place to be, I am
also incredibly disappointed when I
see others not acting with honesty
and integrity. Especially when that
means deliberately misleading the
public.

I'm also disappointed when I see
the public being so easily misled. It's
clear we've got a lot of work to do to
educate people to do their research
before blindly believing what others
tell them.

I say this because I am incredibly
frustrated and disappointed to see
the Conservatives, in particular,
misrepresent the motivations for the
way MPs from other parties vote,
especially when they must know the
truth.

They've done this before, telling
the public that some of us voted
against a new grooming gang
inquiry, without explaining that the
amendment we were voting on, had
it passed, would have stopped in its
tracks the progress of the Children’s
Wellbeing and Schools Bill, which
included - amongst other things -
additional protections for chil-
dren. Funnily enough,
they didn’t mention
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crats supported the Labour Govern-
ment to vote in favour of something
called ‘The Northern Ireland Trou-
bles (Legacy and Reconciliation) Act
2023 (Remedial) Order 2025. This
disapplied parts of the Conserva-
tives’ Northern Ireland Legacy Act.
Perhaps this is the real reason why
they were peeved and seem to have
launched a national cam-
paign against MPs who
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has no place in decent

society - and it certainly does
nothing to support the very people it
claims to.

There’s a rule in politics that if
you're explaining, you're losing.
Well, you'll have to forgive me
because I'm going to explain this
one. Last week, the Liberal Demo-

unlawful by the UK courts. It
drew an abhorrent equivalence
between those terrorists and our
brave veterans who served with
honour to maintain the rule of law,
whilst leaving them in a legal limbo
with false promise of protections
that do not exist.
The Liberal Democrats voted for
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this Remedial Order to uphold the
rule of law and end that disgraceful
equivalence by removing the unlaw-
ful provisions that granted blanket
immunity even to the most violent of
terrorists.

We now need to make sure the
Government listens to Liberal Dem-
ocrat calls to ensure British veterans
are given the protections they are
demanding. Our new clauses and
amendments to the Government'’s
legislation to replace the Legacy Act
will guarantee our veterans are
treated fairly and never again
equated with terrorists.

Thope that’s clear. Far from betray-
ing veterans, our vote does the exact
opposite. It’s a genuine shame that
there are some who seek to mislead
the public to suggest otherwise.

It's been a particularly tough time
for veterans recently. Like many
people, 1 have friends who have
served in the Armed Forces.

I thank them wholeheartedly for
their service - and join them in con-
demning, unequivocally, the dis-
graceful insult aimed at them by the
President of the United States who
claimed, disgustingly, that they were
somehow not fully involved in con-
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flicts such as Afghanistan. To all
those who lost friends and loved
ones, I say we know the truth and we
will continue to honour your sacri-
fice. Donald Trump does not speak
for us.

I hope you'll now forgive me for
moving on to something altogether
a lot lighter. This is an article of two
halves, and I'm going to talk briefly
about that wonderful game of two
halves: football.

Last weekend, I was invited by my
Lib Dem colleague, the MP for Hor-
sham, John Milne, to join him in
Horsham for what was obviously
going to be the match of the year:
Horsham v Chelmsford!

OK, so I'm going to admit that 'm
not a huge football fan. I'm not going
to pretend that I avidly follow any
particular team. My football viewing
is usually confined to the big inter-
national tournaments such as the
Euros or the World Cup (men’s and
women’s, of course).

But I share an office with John in
Westminster, so I thought it was a
lovely idea when he suggested I pop
down to West Sussex on Saturday
afternoon to watch the match - an
opportunity to show some support

The Clarets scored
a late winner

for both a colleague and my home
team.

And it was a genuinely lovely
afternoon. I mean, it was helped a
lot by the nail-biting finish, which
saw Chelmsford clinch it by three
goals to two, with the decider scored
just a few minutes before the end. It
was also wonderful to be able to
select Chelmsford team captain,
Adam Crowther, as away team man
of the match and to present him
with a bottle of fizz in recognition.
(Good grief, I look short next to him
and next to John in the photos!)

It was helpful that the January sun
shone and that both Clarets and
Hornets fans were in such good spir-
its - creating a fabulous atmosphere
at the community football club just
outside Horsham town centre.

Lots of Chelmsford fans braved
the traffic - and the part-closure of
the Dartford crossing - to show their
support for the team. Such brilliant
dedication.

I'm looking forward to seeing the
Clarets play a home match in the
not-too-distant future!

Thanks for reading.

Keep well.

Marie



